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St. Rita Place + Cascia Center is a proposed, new mixed-use development 
that will combine affordable senior housing units with a center for peace and 
justice. To be located on a vacant lot at the southwest corner of Broad Street 
and Ellsworth Street in South Philadelphia, the proposed five story building will 
include:
 
     •   46 One Bedroom Dwelling Units: Located at Floors 2 through 5, these units  
          will be for age and income eligible seniors. Also included will be a 
          Community Room, On-site Property Management Office, Laundry, 
          Trash Room, and Resident Lounges;
     •   Cascia Center: 7,100 sf center for peace and justice will be located at 
          Floors 1; 
     •   Plaza: A 2,650 sf outdoor Plaza will be created between the proposed new 
          construction and the existing National Shrine of St. Rita of Cascia; this will 
          become a gathering space for those visiting the Shrine, the Cascia Center 
          and the Housing;
    •    Parking: Parking for 6 visitors to the Cascia Center will be provided in 
          an open air parking lot accessed from Carlisle Street.

The 16,506 sf site is zoned RSA-5, Residential Single Family Attached, and as 
such will require a variance for Multi-Family and Office Use. A variance will also be 
required for the overall height of the building, location of parking in the rear yard 
setback, as well as number of parking spaces. 

The building is angled and inflected towards the Plaza at the first floor along 
Broad Street. This allows one a view of the limestone facade of the landmark 
National Shrine of St. Rita of Cascia Church and also provides an invitation to the 
Plaza beyond. 

Entrance to the Housing will be through the Plaza which will include an enclosed 
outdoor landscaped space solely for resident’s use. A Residential Lobby at Floor 
1 leads to the amenity spaces, elevators, and dwelling units above. 

The Cascia Center also opens to the Plaza with a large, glass facade at Floor 1. 
Visitors to the Cascia Center will have the opportunity to gather in this Plaza as 
they visit the adjacent Shrine. The Cascia Center will also welcome neighbors 
and provide space for reconciliation, forgiveness, and peacemaking, much in the 
spirit of St. Rita of Cascia.

introduction

introduction
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 looking across broad street from ellsworth street

 east facade of national shrine of saint rita of cascia and rectory buildings
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 view looking east from s. carlisle street across property  west facade of national shrine of saint 

rita of cascia (facing s. carlisle street)

 s. carlisle street, looking north 

view of site from s. broad street, looking north

site photos

 north facade of national shrine of saint rita of cascia 3
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partial basement
 utilities, storage 

0     4      8           16’
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first floor
housing lobby, casica center
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second floor
residential, community room 
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floors 3-5
residential
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south elevation - at plaza
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east elevation - south broad street

2       metal panel  “red”

1       metal panel “grey”

3       metal panel “copper”

4       metal coping “copper”

5       modular brick “red”

6       modular brick “grey”

7       vinyl single hung window

8      storefront

 9      cast stone trim

elevations

10     metal column cover
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north elevation - ellsworth street
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west elevation - south carlisle street

2       metal panel  “red”

1       metal panel “grey”

3       metal panel “copper”

4       metal coping “copper”

5       modular brick “red”

6       modular brick “grey”

7       vinyl single hung window

8      storefront

 9      cast stone trim

10     metal column cover
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west elevation - parking lot

2       metal panel  “red”

1       metal panel “grey”

3       metal panel “copper”

4       metal coping “copper”

5       modular brick “red”

6       modular brick “grey”

7       vinyl single hung window

8      storefront

 9      cast stone trim

10     metal column cover
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materials palette

metal panel - grey metal panel - red metal panel - copper

modular brick - grey storefrontmodular brick - red



24 | cathol ic  heal th care serv ices | ceci l  baker +  par tners 

east - west section
program diagram
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north - south section
program diagram

2       residential amenities

1       residential units

3       cascia center

4       vertical circulation and    
         mechanical space

sections
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view from s. broad street
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looking east on ellsworth street
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residents’ entranceplaza plan
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cascia center entrances
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colored concrete paving
(multiple colors)

residents’ entrance

cascia center entrances

aluminum picket fence
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gleditsia triacanthos
honeylocust

ellsworth street

s. broad street

bike rack
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